
22 years of sustaining artists, 
cultural traditions and identities



CubaCaribe is Unique 

in the SF Bay Area

CubaCaribe’s mission is to preserve, 
promote and present the vibrant cultural 

and artistic traditions of the Caribbean and 
its Diaspora.

CubaCaribe was co-founded in 2003 by 
visual artist/dancer Jamaica Itule and 

dancer/choreographer Ramón Ramos Alayo 
in order to tap into the large talent pool of 
Cuban and Caribbean artists who live and 

practice in the SF Bay Area.

There is no other institution representing 
this rich culture in the Bay Area. 



We Serve the Full Diversity of the Bay Area Community

Our Community is at the heart of our programming. CubaCaribe’s unwavering focus is on building a 
thriving community of Caribbean artists in the Bay Area, especially drawing people of Latinx and 

African descent, along with recent immigrants wrestling with the challenges of cultural assimilation.



ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF 
DANCE & MUSIC

Held annually, it is the only Bay Area 
Festival devoted to folkloric and 

contemporary dance and music of 
the Afro-Caribbean and its Diaspora.



CARNAVAL SAN FRANCISCO
Participation in the grand parade and/or main 

stage performances.CubaCaribe provides 
classes and performance opportunities to 

dancers of all levels and ages with inclusive 
experiences.



MOVING JUNTOS 
Children’s Classes

Classes reach underserved youth 
(ages 6-15) with exposure to 

Cuban music & dance taught by 
master teachers.



Our Impact is deep

We build understanding and 
appreciation of historically 
underrepresented artists and 
culture and remain committed to 
the core belief that dance, music, 
and art have the power to unite 
people of diverse perspectives.

Dance is survival to many- cultural, 
physical, emotional, economical. It 
serves as a tool to resist, express, 
celebrate and heal.

CubaCaribe uses art to honor 
diversity, celebrate black and 
brown lives, and to tell the stories 
of those who are historically 
underrepresented. 

Annual Festival 

20 years of festival events

5,000 artists served

Carnaval SF

300 participants in 8 years

900,000 audience

Moving Juntos 

5 years of classes

200 children served 

 

22 years serving artists

10,000 artists served through 
all programs over last 22 years 



CubaCaribe is in The News

“CubaCaribe festival founder Ramón Ramos 
Alayo’s powerful, grounded, African-inspired 
movement evokes an astonishing meditation 
on such themes as the dehumanizing side of 
technology, the complex nature of 
transitions, and the fragility of the artistic 
soul, in three short pieces.”
- Carla Escoda 

"Mis suenos" was sold out, so the audience 
support is clearly here. So is the talent. It will 
be worth watching Ramos' next step.”  
- Octavio Roca, SF Chronicle



Facebook : 5.8k 

Instagram: 1.400k 

Email list: 3.5k 

Our Online Reach

“Like the Caribbean itself, the CubaCaribe 
Festival is a wonderland of infectious rhythm 
and movement.”
- Rachel Howard, San Francisco Chronicle

“Does he think the arts—which are so integral 
to Cuban culture—can break barriers between 
people? The answer, of course, considering 
how jammed his salsa classes at Dance Mission 
are, is unequivocal.”
- Rita Feliciano, In Dance

“The CubaCaribe Festival seems more 
important than ever. As the Bay Area struggles 
to maintain its status as a refuge for artists 
fleeing strife and repressive governments in the 
face of Washington’s anti-immigrant agenda, 
the festival’s spotlight is also a beacon.” 
- Andrew Gilbert, Mission Local



Align With Us/Join Us/ Our Ask

Align your business with a community of dancers, 
musicians, immigrant artists and Bay Area 

audiences through an impactful local non-profit 
arts organization.

Your contributions/sponsorships will go directly 
towards 3 programs: 

● Annual Festival artist fees and venue rental
● Moving Juntos teaching fees and costumes
● Carnaval artist fees and costumes 



Make An Impact

Sponsor us to continue our Amazing Programming

 Sponsorship ranges from 2-50k. If there is another way you’d like to partner with CubaCaribe, we 
would be happy to discuss and find the best solution for your needs!

Deadline to be included in the marketing March 20, 2026



Dance is Important because
Levels of mental illness are incredibly high in society and dance brings joy, community, physical and emotional 
strength and healing. “Chronic stress, and consequently high cortisol levels, can impair cognitive function, memory 
and mood. It can also increase the risk of anxiety and depression…You can actually sweat the stress hormone cortisol 
out of your body.” - Dr. Tara Swart 

Dance provides physiological and psychological benefits to both healthy and medically compromised 
populations. “Benefits include defining and consolidating body image; illuminating the ego; providing relief of physical 
tension, anxiety, and aggression, while decreasing cognitive and kinesthetic confusion. Dance also increases the 
capacity for interaction, increases pleasure, fun, and impulsiveness.” A 2022 study entitled The Physiological and Psychological Benefits of 
Dance and its Effects on Children and Adolescents 

There are more than 4.5 million in the United States from Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, and Haiti. 
Cuban and Caribbean culture has had incredible and deep impact all over the world. 

What we can learn? The holistic approach to health and medicine in Caribbean cultures is important. There is a mind 
body connection. Dance and art are valued and are proven to manage stress. Cuba and other caribbean countries 
focus on preventative treatments and maintaining a balanced life as key to a sustainable approach to wellness.

Caribbean Culture is Important because



PERFORMANCE

Annual Festival of Dance & Music- 
features performances, classes, lectures, 
film screenings, celebrations and more 
highlighting local and visiting dance 
companies from the Caribbean diaspora. 

SF Carnaval- Participation in the grand 
parade/main stage performances. 

BOUND together- Alayo Dance 
Company pairs with emerging choreographers 
to present new work.

Alayo Dance Company- Our resident 
dance company, led by Ramón Ramos 
Alayo, performs innovative Afro-Modern 
dance pieces.

Explosion Cubana- CubaCaribe & 
Dance Mission presented a Cuban cabaret 
with dinner and a show in the spirit of 
Havana’s celebrated Tropicana nightclub.

EDUCATION

Moving Juntos- Our Moving Juntos 
class series reaches underserved youth 
(ages 6-15) with exposure to Cuban music 
& dance.

Cuba Camp- An intensive four days of 
Caribbean dance and music classes, DJ 
dance parties, meals, tent and cabin 
accommodations all in a setting of the 
beautiful outdoors.

Dance All Day- One full day of music 
and dance classes taught by visiting and 
local Afro-Caribbean artists. Includes lunch 
and community building.

Maestros y Raíces- A series of master 
workshops by visiting teachers throughout 
the year.

Power of Resiliency- An online series 
of artist talks, classes, interviews and 
collaborations.

COMMUNITY

Donations for Dance- A donation 
drive. Gently used and new dancewear is 
collected and transported to dancers in 
need in Cuba.

Noche Caribeña Gala- Since 2019, 
our fundraising galas have included 
spectacular performances & music, and 
community gathering.

Fiscal Sponsorship- We serve as a 
fiscal sponsor to other similar small arts 
organizations who need it.

Archive- An online resource with over 
twenty years of CubaCaribe video footage, 
photos and programs. Available free to all.

Our Programs include Performance, education & community



www.cubacaribe.org | contact@cubacaribe.org

CubaCaribe | 60 29th Street, Suite 315 | San Francisco, CA 94110

THANK YOU! MUCHAS GRACIAS!


